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the danger only after it was all over, and such after-the-fact
realization shook their nerves. But the former, relieved, when
the danger was past, that alertness had lessened the danger,
were calm enough, and little shaken by the experience.
Shell-fire produces a helpless feeling and the reaction that
one would like something to get under, even though it might
be a tree or the flimsy roof of a .building. A shell gives its
warning whine a few seconds before it strikes. There is but
one thing to do—drop prone to the ground. Human ears
soon become expert enough to tell whether the missile is to
burst near enough to be harmful.
There is something in the exhilaration of battle which
distracts the mind from danger, but the most charitable
thing one can say of the man who has been under fire and in-
sists that he was not at all afraid is that he is a harmless prevari-
cator. Were he so dumb as to be incapable of any degree of
fear, then the question would arise: how did he pass the
mental test required to join the army?
French soldiers about to go over the top in an attack were
served a generous ration of the strongest, most potent liquor
on the army ration list. American soldiers who were serving
with the French were given this "shot," but it was not a
custom in our army to drink "courage," and -our men went
over the top on sheer nerve.
I have known and observed both officers and men who
were continuously scared from the moment their units en-
tered an active area, and when the gray dawn of the zero
hour approached, their nerves were so ragged that it was a
secret to none who happened to be near them. Yet these
fellows went into battle with the sort of fanatic ardor that
merited citations and won medals.
There was an officer in one of the crack American di-
visions who wore two automatic pistols. When asked why

